
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	

I	wish	to	become	a	friend	of/donate	to	“Amis	de	
Notre	Dames	de	Colombier”	Foundation.	
From	(first	of	each	month):		
	
I	authorise	the	Foundation	to	collect	the	following	
amount	from	my	account:			
	
I	have	the	right	to	revoke	automatic	withdrawal	in	
56	calendar	days.	
	
Name		

Address		

Post	code		

Place		

Phone		

Email		

Date	of	birth		

IBAN	number		

Date		

Signature		

You	can	hand	this	application	form	to	Father	Theo	
(15	Boulevard	des	Pins,	11700	Montbrun-des-
Corbières)	or	send	it	to:	
	
Amis	Notre	Dame	de	Colombier	Foundation,	
Lindenlaan	4	
NL	-	5384	BD	Heesch	
	

Renovation	and	maintenance	
	
The	 annual	 grant	 is	 insufficient	 for	 the	
renovation	 and	 maintenance	 of	 this	
monument	from	the	11th	century.	
Your	 voluntary	 contribution	 towards	 saving	
this	 building	 of	 significant	 cultural	 heritage	 is	
therefore	very	welcome	and	will	help	 to	keep	
this	chapel	open	to	the	public.	
	
How	to	become	a	Friend?	
	
You	 can	 become	 a	 friend	 of	 this	 chapel	 by	
donating	 a	 monthly/annual	 sum	 to	 IOA	
“Stichting	 Amis	 Notre	 Dame	 de	 Colombier”,	
account	 number	NL20RABO	0157	5752	25.	By	
doing	so,	you	also	enable	the	hermit,	Theo	van	
Osch,	to	continue	his	calling	in	this	chapel.	It	is	
also	 possible	 to	 donate	 a	 single	 sum	 of	 your	
choice,	using	 this	account.	As	a	 friend	we	will	
keep	you	 informed	of	all	 the	activities	 related	
to	 the	 chapel,	 and	 the	 path	 of	 its	 new	
custodian.	
	
	
Amis	Notre	Dame	de	Colombier	Foundation,	
Dertienvat	4,	NL	-	5404	MJ	Uden,	
( 	(0031)	(0)6	38	31	41	02	
	
The	foundation	is	registered	in	the	Chamber	of	
Commerce	 (‘K.v.K.’)	 in	The	Netherlands	 under	
VAT	number:	6492057.	
	

	
www.notredamedecolombier.com	
info@notredamedecolombier.com	
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Location	
The	11th	century	Romanesque	chapel	of	Notre	
Dame	 de	 Colombier	 is	 located	 one	 kilometre	
north	 of	 the	 southern	 French	 village	 of	
Montbrun-des-Corbières,	in	the	Department	of	
Aude	(Region	Occitania),	in	the	valley	between	
the	 Pyrenees	 to	 the	 south	 and	 the	Montagne	
Noire	 to	 the	North,	and	between	 the	 cities	 of	
Narbonne	and	Carcassonne.	Until	 the	summer	
of	 2018	 there	 was	 hardly	 any	 activity	 in	 this	
chapel,	to	which	a	beautiful	legend	is	attached.	
The	full	details	of	this	story	can	be	read	on	the	
chapel’s	website.	
	
	
Name	
The	 name	 Notre	 Dame	 de	 Colombier	 is	
connected	 with	 this	 legend.	 Notre	 Dame	
means	 ‘Our	 Lady’,	 the	 name	 by	 which	 Mary,	
the	mother	of	Jesus	Christ,	is	known	in	popular	
devotion.	 'Colombier'	 literally	 means	
'dovecote',	 but	 also	 carries	 the	 secondary,	
lesser-known	 meaning	 of	 'family’	 or	 ‘family	
home’'.	Both	meanings	relate	to	the	legend.	
	
	
Legend	
The	 legend	 recounts	 how	 the	 Lord	 of	
Montbrun	was	in	deep	mourning	at	the	loss	of	
his	wife.	In	the	hope	of	processing	this	loss,	he	
joined	a	crusade	to	the	Holy	Land.	Every	night	
for	 three	 years,	 his	 two	 sons	 stayed	 on	 the	
lookout	from	the	castle	tower	for	their	father.	
Doubtful	of	his	return,	they	decided	to	ensure	
the	 family’s	 succession	 by	 each	 choosing	 a	
bride.	To	this	end	they	gave	a	grandiose	feast,	
but	to	the	chagrin	of	the	clergy,	they	held	it	on	

2

an	 unfortunate	 day:	 on	 Good	 Friday,	
commemorating	 the	 suffering	 and	 dying	 of	
Christ.	During	the	feast,	under	the	intoxication	
of	 wine	 and	 feminine	 beauty,	 they	 twice	
refused	to	grant	hospitality	to	a	poor	wanderer	
who	 had	 arrived	 at	 the	 castle	 gates	 seeking	
their	 help.	 Finally,	 they	 set	 the	 dogs	 on	 him,	
which	tore	him	apart.	Too	late,	the	two	young	
lords	 recognized	 from	 the	 seal	 ring	 on	 his	
finger,	 from	 the	 features	 of	 his	 blood-stained	
face	 and	 the	 account	 of	 the	 Crusade	 in	 his	
pocket,	that	this	dead	wanderer	was	their	own	
father	 come	 back	 to	 the	 family	 home.	 While	
they	 were	 expressing	 their	 remorse	 for	 their	
cruel	 act,	 a	 flight	 of	 doves	 appeared	 out	 of	
nowhere.	 One	 of	 the	 doves	 settled	 itself	 on	
the	 dead	 father,	 soaking	 its	 beak	 in	 his	
wounded	heart,	and	with	the	blood	it	drew	the	
contours	of	the	chapel	and	the	place	where	it	
was	to	be	built:	the	place	where	it	still	stands...	
	
	
Monument	
The	historical	value	of	 this	 legend	 is	obviously	
questionable.	 However,	 the	 true	 historical	
value	 of	 the	 chapel	 itself	 cannot	 be	
overestimated	 because,	 as	 an	 architectural	
type	in	this	region,	this	chapel	is	of	unique	size,	
value	and	meaning.	Since	it	has	become	more	
and	 more	 obsolete	 as	 a	 church	 building,	 this	
important	monument	has	fallen	into	disrepair.	
That	 is	 why	 Father	 Theo	 van	 Osch	 created	 a	
Foundation	 almost	 two	 years	 ago,	 to	 add	
support	 to	 the	 small	 and	 needy	 Montbrun	
community	 in	 rescuing	 its	 monument.	 In	
France,	 the	 state	 (i.e.	 the	 municipality)	 owns	
the	church	buildings.	
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Foundation	
The	 Foundation	 '	 Amis	 Notre	 Dame	 de	
Colombier	 '	 aims	 to	 mobilise	 funds,	 collect	
resources	 and	 recruit	 friends	 for	 the	
renovation,	 preservation	 and	 maintenance	 of	
this	chapel.	As	the	Foundation	was	established	
in	 the	 Netherlands,	 according	 to	 civil	 law,	 its	
address	and	corporate	entity	are	also	there.	
	
	
Calling	
In	the	course	of	the	last	few	years,	Father	Theo	
has	 been	 increasingly	 drawn	 to	 this	 chapel.	
From	 his	 juvenile	 years	 onward	 he	 has	
cherished	 a	 great	 love	 for	 France	 and	 its	
culture.	His	vocation	to	become	a	priest	began	
in	 Lourdes,	 in	 1981	 and	 eventually	 resulted	 in	
his	 receiving	 ordinations	 in	 1988	 and	 1989	 in	
the	 Diocese	 of	 Den	 Bosch,	 The	 Netherlands,	
and	 28	 years	 of	 intensive	 and	 active	 pastoral	
work	 as	 a	 parish	 priest	 in	 the	 Diocese	 of	 Den	
Bosch	followed.	After	being	a	Dean	for	10	years	
and	undertaking	other	pastoral	activities,	in	the	
course	of	2016	and	2017,	Father	Theo	became	
aware	of	a	 ‘second	vocation’,	taking	him	away	
from	 the	 practical,	 active	 pastoral	 work	 of	 a	
parish	 priest	 to	 the	 more	 contemplative	 life	
and	 prayer	 apostolate	 as	 a	 hermit	 at	 this	
ancient	 pilgrimage	 chapel.	 After	 a	 period	 of	
guidance	in	the	‘discerning	of	the	spirits’	and	a	
trial	 period	 in	 residence,	 Father	 Theo,	 in	 the	
autumn	 of	 2017	 at	 the	 age	 of	 57,	 embarked	
upon	a	new	path:	to	postulate	and	to	novitiate	
so	 he	 might	 grow	 into	 the	 purpose	 of	 his	
'second	 calling':	 hermit	 of	 Notre	 Dame	 de	
Colombier.	
	
	


